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saint that he might himself dispose of the overplus in alms, which he did
with the most scrupulous fidelity in his accounts. St Charles learned Latin
and humanity at Milan, and was afterwards sent by his father to the
university of Pavia, where he studied the civil and canon law under Francis
Alciat, the eminent civilian, St Charles, though on account of an impedi-
ment in his speech, and his love of silence, was by some esteemed slow, yet,
by the soundness of his judgment and a diligent application, made good
progress in it. And the prudence, piety, and strictness of his conduct
rendered him a model of the youth in the university, and proof against
evil company and all other dangers, which he watchfully shunned. Such
was the corruption of that place that several snares were laid for his virtue;
but prayer and retirement were his arms against all assaults, and the grace
of God carried him through difficulties which seemed almost insurmount-
able. He communicated every eight days, after the example of his father,
and shunned all connections or visits which could interrupt his regular
exercises or hours of retirement; yet was he very obliging to all who
desired to speak to him. His father's death brought him to Milan in
1558; but when he had settled the affairs of his family with surprising
prudence and address, he went back to Pavia3 and after completing his
studies, took the degree of doctor in the laws towards the end of the
year 1559.

When he had taken the degree of doctor he returned to Milan, where
he soon after received news that his uncle, the Cardinal of Medicis, by
whom he was tenderly beloved, was chosen pope on the i$th of December,
in 1559, in the conclave held after the death of Paul IV. The new pope
being a patrician of Milan, that city made extraordinary rejoicings, and
complimented his two nephews in the most pompous and solemn manner.
St Charles gave no signs of joy on the occasion, but only persuaded his
brother Frederic to go with him to confession and communion; which they
did. Count Frederic went to Rome to compliment his holiness; but St
Charles stayed at Milan, living in the same manner he did before, till his
uncle sent for him, and on the last day of the same year created him
cardinal, and on the 8th of February following, nominated him Archbishop
of Milan, when he was in the twenty-third year of his age. The pope,
however, detained him at Rome, placed .him at the head of the Consult,
or council, with power to sign in his name all requests, and entrusted him
with the entire administration of the ecclesiastical state. St Charles en-
deavoured as much as possible to decline these posts, but after he was
made priest, he accepted the office of grand penitentiary, wherein he was
to labour for God and the people. He was also legate of Bologna,
Romaniola, and the marquisate of Ancona, and protector of Portugal,
the Low Countries, the Catholic cantons of Switzerland, and the Orders
of St Francis, the Carmelites, the Knights of Malta, and others. By the